[Prenatal diagnosis of the cri-du-chat syndrome in the case of balanced 5p--; 18p+ translocation in the mother].
The case studied is taken to emphasize the high risk of anomalous progeny being delivered from couples, who are the balanced translocation carriers. The "cri du chat" syndrome was diagnosed in a woman carrier of the balanced reciprocal translocation t(5, 18) (5p13; 18p11) during two successive pregnancies: the diagnosis was postnatal in the first pregnancy, and prenatal in the second. The prenatal diagnosis of the 5p--syndrome was made in amniotic fluid cell culture and verified in fetal skin culture obtained through fetal biopsy. A wider network of prenatal diagnosis services, primarily for couples carrying balanced chromosome rearrangements, could greatly contribute to the task of preventing severe hereditary diseases.